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SENATOR MELSON IHTERVIEWLED

HUGH DOWMSs "Weil, the revelatfons about the Central Intelw
l4gence Agency subsidizing private organization have ceased for
the time being. Theie implications still distuvrb many members
of Congress

"One Sanakor, Democrat Gaylord MNelson of Wisconsin, has
expressed his concern in the broader context of whether the CIA
actions are symptomatic of a passing acceptance of police state
tactics,

"ieli, Senator Helson g fn our Washington studio this
morning to discuss his cencern with NBC News Corraespondent Sander
Vanocure. -

"Gentiemene '
UANOCURs MThank you, ilugho

“Sapnator, fsn't 1t a rather broad statement to charge that
the CIA revelaticns are sympiomatic of acceptance of polfce state
tacticsth

NELSONs "Puell, my stetement was -- covared a much broader
area than the recent revelsaiions that the CIA was funding & number
of domestic citizen orgenizations, such as the Hational Student
Asgsociation, and labor orgenizations. ' ‘

“In my statement on the Tloor of the Senate, I vreforred to a
broad aspaect of various kinds of things, inciuding this activity
by thae CIA domestically -« including tha wuidesproad use of tefes
phone taps, electronic surveillonce of citizens in this country
by agencies of thoe Federal Goveramentaeceo!
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VAHOCURs 'How widespread is thisz"

HELSONs "Uelil, some 30 to L0 Federal agencies do eaves-
dropping, gumshoing, telephone taps on citizens,

"The Treasury Department, for exampie, has been bugging,
teiephone tapping tax payers.

"Faod and Drug Adminfstration {s doing it.

"Some 30 to LO agencles o~ I think {t's a «- then you move
over into the private field, and you have industrial corporations,
who are using devices of various kinds to do industrial spying,
to find out what their competition is doing.

S0, thore®ll be a meeting in New York, and one corporation
will hire a private detective agency to efectronically eavesdrop
in on what the conference 1s doing.

"Then youlva got private detective agenciés being hired by
privata citizens to spy on somebody for somo purpose, or another

T think this -- and with the new sophisticated devices that
arc now avaflable, this is -- you can bug somechbody's phone, or
sonichody's house, and wire tap them, and record everything that's
said in the room, where sver the device is kept,

"And I think to permit this to continue is a very dangarous,
corrosive thing to the fabric of a fres society.

"And what I said in my speech is that thesc are -- these are ..
polfce state tactics, which they are. This is 'Big Orother?® stuff,
whereeooo

VANOCUR: "If the goverament encourage it by the CIA tact{cs.
1s 1t the dishonesty, or the othics of it that bother you?"

NELSON: "yoll, I don'% think you can put them all in one
packaga,

"In the £IA case, the disturbing thing was that For many
years now, unbeknounst to the general public -- unbelkknownst to
the Congress itself, excepting for a very small handful of Cone

¢
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gressman in the lational Socurfty Council, the CIA has been
funding various organizations.”

HELSOH: “The Tfirst to be surfaced to the nows was the
Hational Studont Association. 1It%s3 a very fine organization.

"But, ¥ we want to affoerd an opportuniiy for our students
to attend {nternational confercnces, which, I think, we should,
uhy secretly fund the organization?

"Xt destroys tho credibility of the organization. Most of
the membors didntt know that they were belng funded in that way.

Wit we want the studenis to go to international conferences,
uhy shouldn?t the Congress appropriate the nonay, authoerize it
Lo the hEW, Healih, Education, and Welfare, haove them Fund the
universitios «~ fund the students te attond internation conferonces?

HI7 we want -- the CIA was {unding sonie labor unions to iteach
the Trec lobor movement in Europz.

"Why should the CIA do that? It's a porfecily honorable,
above borad matter. Vhy shouldn't the Labor Departmeni do that?

"The tragic part was that this was sceretly done, and now
itfs become a matter of Intcrnaticnal kinowledge, and destroys the
credibility

VAIOCUR: “There!s something peculiar to us at this stage of
our devolopment as a secicty - that we love ali this secrecy.

"That the fad for 'Jzaes Bond’, and private eyes, and the
{ YES,
rest of that =~ tc really like the secrecy of the whole husiness."

NELSON: "Well, apparcatly a lot of ppoplo 1ike tha secrecy
of the ubole business. But, I think, it's a vory, very dangerous,
serious matier, '

"ou can take a 1ittle tiny device two, or three inchaes square,
end stick it in your pocket, leave your recording devicoe in your
autemobile, walk into anybodytls office, or home, and everything
that's said bo recorded ocut on the streot a half a mile away ~-
or you ccn feave it behind -~ hide §¢ ~- put it in somebody's car.
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"This stuff s used cxtensivéﬁy by government agencies, private
agencies, private detectives. Blackmall comes out of the mattesr =
ocut of this. Everybody becomes worried about whether you!ve got
privacy, . ‘

"And, I think, the most serious threat that you can have to
any freo society is an unlimited invasion of paopla’s privacy.
Privacy fs a very dear thing. And, if you allow it to be invaded,
you destoy the very fabric of freedom itself,"

VANOCUR: "what are you urging =-- peoplo to just rofuse Coop~
eration, and toll these people to go away, wvhen they come snooping
around? .

“"Are you for legisiation to bar these fnvasions of privacyi"

NELSON: '"we had legislation 30 years ago to prohibit wire
tapping.

“"It?s been violated time after time, aftor time, by our own
government.

"The President became so concerned ebout this that has now
racommended to the Congress ishhils recent mossage that we outlaw
all cavesdropping, and wire tapping, with serious criminal penale-
ities, excepting in cases of natfonal sccurity.

"And I think 17 we don’t do that, we'rae going effectively,
and substantially dostroy freedom in this country."

VANOCUR: "Thank you very much.

" Wel've been discussing with Scnator Gaylord Nalson the revee
ﬂations(about the CIA, and invasiong of privacy in this society,

"Now back to !Today’ in New York,™"

DOWNS:s "Thank you, Sandy, and Senator Nelson.™

Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500420010-3




